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H o w  B e n  M a i b e c k  

R o s e  T o  P r e s i d e n t

By KATHY MORAN

When Ben Maibeck started 
as a construction worker for 
Barton-Malow Co. in 1938, he 
couldn't imagine the twists 
and turns his life would take, 
eventually making him presi­
dent and chief stockholder in 
the company.

And if he could have 
peeked into the future then, 
he probably wouldn’t have 
believed it.

Maibeck, a Bedford Town­
ship resident for 32 years, 
had to climb a steep ladder 
before becoming president of 
the construction company In 
1 M 0 .

The firm will celebrate its 
50th anniversary next year. 
It can count among its satis­
fied clients Detroit Edison, 
General Motors, Ford Motor 
Co., Federal Mogul and 
Jones & Laughlin.

The company built the Ob­
server Newspapers modem 
plant in Livonia and is com­
pleting reconstruction of the

Packaging Corp. of Amer­
ica’s Plymouth plant which 
was destroyed by fire last 
winter. Barton-Malow also 
was awarded the construc­
tion management contract 
for the 130.2 million Pontiac 
stadium.

Maibeck can boast that in 
its brief history, the com­
pany has completed 40,000 
contracts. Its sales volume 
has hit as high as $80 million 
in a year. He also is proud 
that more than 75 per cent of 
Barton-Malow's business are 
repeats from satisfied cus­
tomers. Hie company aver­
ages about 80 jobs per client.

Maibeck’s history with the 
firm began one year after it 
passed the 81 million mark in 
sales volume.

The route from construc­
tion laborer, time keeper and 
engineer helper to the leath­
er chair in the president’s of­
fice in Oak Park is marked 
with a series of “lucky 
breaks," says Maibeck, now 
53.

He didn’t have time along 
the way to pick up something 
he considers essential -  a 
college degree T but he had 
the good fortune of learning 
the business first hand from 
its founders, Carl Barton and 
Arnold Malow.

“ I feel very definitely that 
God has been good to me and 
put me in the right place at 
the right time,” says Mai­
beck, who is also a bishop 
for Apostolic Christian 
Church.

“The opportunities that 
were offered to me along the 
way were through no fault of 
my own."

Maibeck’s steady climb be­
comes intriguing when he 
says he lacked ambition and 
never considered rising to 
the top of the company's hi­
erarchy.

"I though it was beyond 
me,” he said.

He attributes his success to 
the people he met along the
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“/ fee/ very defi­
nitely that God 
. . . put me In 
the right place at 
the right tim e.” 

-B en h la lb eck

A Lucky Man
IT W A S  A  SER IES o f lucky b reaks that 

helped him clim b through the ranks to  the  
presidency of B arton-M alow , says Ben M a i­
beck; H e credits his success to colleagues who  
shared their know ledge with him .
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Showering their teachers 
and parents with much of the 
credit, three girls, all seniors 
at Redford Union High
School, have placed as 
semi-finalists in National
Merit Scholarship com­
petition.

Each finished in the top 0.5 
per cent of some one million 
students tested nationally in
17,000 schools.

They are Elizabeth Kos

tecki, Cathy Mushna and 
Kathy Payne. Each will com­
pete next month for 3,100 
scholarships for higher edu­
cation.

“The school and staff are 
extremely proud of their ac­
complishment,” said Robert 
Schrambe, high school prin­
cipal. “ We’re prood to have 
students of such high cali­
ber.”

Four others received let­
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ters of commendation for fin­
ishing in the top two per 
cent. They are Carl Cham­
bers, Cathy Henrikson, Philip 
So rich and Bernard Schae­
fer.

Among the semi-finalists, 
Miss Kostedd plans to major 
in communications art at 
Michigan State University. 
She is considering con­
centrating on television and 
movies.

She works for the school’s 
student newspaper and liter­
ary magazine, and belongs to 
a religious youth group. Her 
favorite subjects include 
English, journalism and gov­
ernment.

"It gives me a little more 
security getting, into col­
lege,” dm said of the .honor, 
“and my parents and teach­
ers really deserve a lot of 
the credit.’.’

Miss Kostecki attended Hu­
bert and St. Christine ele­
mentary schools In Detroit 
and St. Agatha elementary 
and high school in Redford. 
She transferred to Redford 
Union in the 16th grade, 
i Miss Payne eaid she plans

to attend either Michigan 
State or the University of 
Michigan and major in me­
ek cal technology or patholo­
gy

S h e  I s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t w o  

c h o i r s  a t  C o v e n a n t  C a m m a -  

a i t y  C h u r c h  a n d  h e l a a g i  t o  

I t s  y o u t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  S h e  

a l s o  w o r k s  a s  e  l a b o r a t o r y  

a i d e  a t  R e d f o r d  C e m m o r i t y

y e a r s ,  s h e  a l s o  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  

c h a i r  a t  O w  L a d y  o f  L o r e t t a  

p a r i a h .  S h e  j o i n e d  t h e  N o -
a t ——— I aw----—— 6 a  m lndai 1——gu m i  i H i o r  ooawy- 1111 
y e a r  a n d  l a  a  s t o c k  w o r k e r  l a  

t h e  L i v o n i a  M a i l .

Unlike many students, both 
English and math are her fa­
vorite subjects, she add.

“My parents and the teach­
ers a t this school have been

l u g  t o  

“ T h e t

f a n t a s t i c , ”  a t  ................................ .

to her academic record, 
teachers realty ears.”

MacGowan and Our Lady 
Loretto elementary set 
and Pearson Junior

There were 15.8M i 
named semi-ftnalista 
year and 38.000 Who received 
letters of commendation.

Payne sal 
all her d o se s , having no 
particular favorites.

Of the honor, she said, 
"It's mainly because of my 
parents’ attitude. They natu­
rally want me to get good 
grades, but they’ve only 
asked that I do the best I

She added tier teachers 
have been "extremely help­
ful" along the' way. Miss 
Payne attended MacGowan 
elementary and ifilbert ju­
nior high schools.

Mies Minima wants to ma­
jor In physical therapy at the 
University of Michigan.

A  G i r l  S c e n t  f o r  t h e  p e a l  M

I c e  R i n k  W i l l  R e q u i r e  

I D  C a r d s  F o r  R e s i d e n t s

E f f e c t i v e  N o v .  1 1 ,  r e s i d e n t s  

w i l l  h a v e  t o  p r e s e n t  a n  I d e n - '  

t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d  f o r  p u b l i c  

s k a t i n g  s e s s i o n s  a t  t h e  R e d -  

f o r d  A r e n a  i n  o r d e r  t o  p a y  

r e d u c e d  r e s i d e n t  r a t e s .

K e n  L e r g ,  m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  

a r e n a ,  s a i d  t h e  c a r d  w i l l  b e  

g o o d  f o r  t w o  y e a r s .  A  g l  f e e  

f o r  t h e  c a r d  w i l l  b e  u s e d  t o  

d e f e r  c o a t s  o f  m a t e r i a l s  a n d

I n g  t h e  p h o t o  I  D .  w f f l  h a v e  

t o  p a y  n o n - r a a i d e n t  r a t e s ,  

L e r g  s a i d .

l o e m u i a n t a n  t m m m m m m  
o b t a i n e d  I n  t h e  m e e t i n g  r o o m  

o f  t h e  R e d f o r d  A r e n a ,  H M S  

B e e c h  D a l y ,  a n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

T h e  f e e  w i l l  

f r e e  a d m i s s i o n  t o  a n y  r i o t i n g  

P e r s o n a  n o t

W e i t w e d e y ,  O c t .  1 7  a n d  M  

f r o m  *  t o  >  p m . ;  S a t u r d a y .  

O o t .  U ,  M  a n d  1 7  t r a m  n a a n  

h a  t  p i n k ;  a n d  S a t u r d a y ,  

N o r . . 3  a n d  1 1  f r o m  I  t o  a  
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