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Traditional hooks or E-books ... th'e/plot thickens

BY SALLY RUMMEL
- CORRESPONDENT

When you're thinking about which books
to throw in your beach bag for a summer
getaway, your “stack” might be as small as
one of today’s |

newspapers than you could ever read, let
alone carry to the beach. ‘ :
“People are definitely beginning to use
-.more downloadable E-books than ever
-before, and today’s libraries are making
these available to patrons for free through
avariety of new tech setvices,” said Laurie
Golden, marketing and communications
specialist for the Canton Public Library.

While traditional books comprise the
greatest majority of books “checked out”
through metro Detroit area libraries, E-.
book technology definitely is catching on,
and people like Golden see it as a trend»fo
the future — and the future is now. :

“You can even download our E-books o
andio books from home if you're a librar
cardholder, without ever stepping into
library to borrow or return them,” said
Golden. “The ‘book’ will ac_tuallyv li;
from the screen after three weeks;
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E-book readers, such as a Sony E-reader,
that is-able to take free downloads, in-.com-
parison to other E-readers like the Amazon
Kindle, Barnes & Noble Nook or Apple
iPad. These proprietary products can take -
a limited number of free downloaded titles,
but mostly can download titles for a nomi-
nal fee from their own “store.”

“The be eﬁt of these E-readers is the

e to adjust the print size,
'he page, and turn pages one

h benefit is portability, but

ownside is its sensitivity to

1. “I definitely would not take
to the beach or near water,” said
, owner of Paperbacks & Things

s an E-reader for researching
convenience when traveling,

e wouldn’t use it where it could
amaged. “It’s one thing to acci-
wreck a $7.99 paperback if you're

ear the water, but it’s an entirely

‘thing to lose a $300 E-reader.

cs are too sensitive to sand and

yu're much better off to bring a bag

nsive books to the beach.”
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